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Pink, Magenta, Purple, Blue 
Wildflowers



Orchidaceae Small Roundleaf Orchis (Amerorchis rotundifolia)
A limestone orchid to about 12cm tall with white and pink flowers and a 
single basal leaf.  In low open turfy and shrubby sheltered sites.



Orchidaceae Fairy Slipper Orchid (Calypso bulbosa)
A rare species usually less than 15 cm with a single slipper flower and a 
single basal leaf.  In sheltered and open shrubby turf.



The Fairy Slipper Orchid is one of the most sought after flowers by photographers.



Primulaceae Laurentian Primrose (Primula laurentiana)
Usually less than 30 cm on the limestone gravels and turfs, and 
sometimes very short.  Leaves and stems with floury dust on surfaces.



Caprifoliaceae Twinflower (Linnaea borealis)
A trailing broadleaved evergreen shrub with flower stalks to 8 cm, each 
bearing a pair of flowers.  A species of open woods, clearings, sheltered 
peatlands and sometimes turfy barrens.



Ericaceae Pink Pyrola (Pyrola asarifolia)
An evergreen herb to 20cm tall in sheltered turfy patches. 



Ericaceae Common Bearberry (Arctostaphylos uva-ursi)
A low trailing shrub with pink bell-shaped flowers producing red fruits.  



Ericaceae Bog Rosemary (Andromeda glaucophylla)
A shrub of peatlands and wet barrens usually under 50 cm tall.  Upper 
leaf surface veiny, often blue-green, undersurface white and finely hairy.



Ericaceae Sheep Laurel (Kalmia angustifolia)
A one meter or less shrub common in open woodlands, peatlands and 
barrens throughout Newfoundland.  Leaves are dull green both sides.



Ericaceae Bog Laurel (Kalmia polifolia)
A peatland and barrens shrub to 30 cm with shiny narrow opposite leaves, 
dull white on the undersides.

Note the 
prominent 
pouches in the 
corolla that 
held the 
anthers prior 
to their 
release.



Ericaceae Partridgeberry/Mountain Cranberry (Vaccinium vitis-idaea)
Common throughout province in open and exposed areas.  A tiny low ground-
hugging shrub, the berries eagerly sought and collected in fall.



Ericaceae Alpine Azalea (Loiseleuria procumbens)
A low prostrate mat-forming shrub of windswept barrens throughout the 
province.  Leaves are only about 5 mm long and flowers 5 mm in diameter.



Ericaceae Lapland Rosebay (Rhododendron lapponicum)
A low evergreen shrub of less than 30 cm growing on rocky limestone and 
serpentine barrens.  A beautiful and very early bloomer.

Scurfy seed capsules in fall.



Ericaceae Alpine Bilberry (Vaccinium uliginosum)
On exposed barrens and alpine areas throughout Newfoundland.  A sprawling 
prostrate deciduous shrub producing blue berries with a waxy bloom. 



Ericaceae Small Cranberry
(Vaccinium oxycoccus)
Common in bogs and wetlands 
throughout Newfoundland.

A small trailing evergreen shrub 
producing flowers on thin stalks 
from stem tips.  Fruit often 
overwinters and remains edible 
in spring.



Rosaceae Stemless Raspberry (Rubus arcticus = R. acaulis)
May reach 25 cm, but on exposed barrens usually less than 10 cm.
Produces red raspberry-like fruits.



Rosaceae Marsh Cinquefoil (Comarum palustre)
Found in coastal wetlands and meadows throughout the province.  Grows up 
to 50 cm with large compound leaves of 5 leaflets.  The sepals are larger than 
the tiny petals.



Onagraceae Fireweed (Chamerion angustifolium = Epilobium
angustifolium) An early colonizer of woodland burns, forest clearings and 
disturbed habitats.  Can reach to two meters in favourable sites.



Onagraceae River Beauty (Chamerion latifolium)
A smaller relative of Fireweed to about 30 cm on gravelly and sandy soils 
and barrens.  Plants have large showy flowers and grey-green leaves.



Onagraceae Willowherbs (Epilobium spp.)
Four willowherbs have been reported from Burnt Cape.  All are herbs 
with similar pinkish to white flowers found growing in moist meadows.



Caryophyllaceae Moss Campion (Silene acaule)
A dense mound forming herb commonly seen on limestone and 
serpentine barrens.



Saxifragaceae Purple Mountain Saxifrage (Saxifraga oppositifolia)
A mat-forming arctic-alpine plant blooming very early in spring.  Each 
individual stem tip appears square-ish from above because of tightly 
overlapping opposite leaves.



Lentibulariaceae Common Butterwort (Pinguicula vulgaris)
Found on wet limestone fens, gravels and pond margins.   About 10 – 15 cm 
tall when flowering; basal sticky leaf rosettes capture tiny invertebrates.



Geraniaceae Meadow Geranium (Geranium pratense)
An introduced garden escape of meadows and waste places, to 70 cm tall.

Seed capsules 
mature into a 
long beak.



Primulaceae Sea Milkwort (Glaux maritima)
A low growing seashore plant of mudflats and salt marshes and wet saline soils.



Colchicaceae Rose Mandarin/Rose Twistedstalk (Streptopus
lanceolatus)   A woodland plant of clearings, edges , and of open 
shrubby/herbaceous sheltered meadows.  Leaves do not conspicuously 
clasp around stem as in white-flowering S. amplexifolius.



Asteraceae Purple-stemmed Aster (Symphyotrichum puniceum)
Often a meter or more in height with stout purple stems.  Leaf bases 
clasp around the stem.  On moist soils in a variety of sheltered habitats.



Asteraceae Rough Aster (Aster radula/ Eurybia radula)
Leaves are not clasping and are long-pointed and toothed.  Grows to about 
50 cm in wet locations.



Asteraceae New York Aster (Symphyotrichum novi-belgii/Aster 
novi-belgii)    In moist sandy gravelly coastal soils, roadsides and 
meadows.  Forms bushy clumps of up to a meter tall.  Leaves are smooth-
margined or only slightly and sparsely toothed and partially clasping.



Asteraceae Swamp Thistle (Cirsium muticum)
May be a meter or more tall in wet thickets and meadows.  Divisions of 
lobed leaves bear spine tips.  Flowering heads are 3-4 cm long.



Orobanchaceae Velvet Bells (Bartsia alpina)
A rare species growing on peaty limestone turf to about 20 cm tall.  Purple 
velvety snapdragon-like flowers and opposite leaves are characteristic.     



Plumbaginaceae Sea Thrift/Thrift (Armeria maritima)
Growing on limestone and serpentine and coastal rocky barrens.  Low grass-
like basal leaf tufts give rise to flowering stems to 30 cm tall tipped with a 
tight head-like cluster of flowers.   

Heads persist throughout the 
season, but open individual 
flowers as seen below may not 
always be present.



Iridaceae Beach-head Iris (Iris hookeri)
A coastal species of shores, meadows and headlands.  Smaller than 
Blue Flag Iris, usually only to about 30 cm tall with tiny “true” petals.



Grossulariaceae Bristly Black Currant (Ribes lacustre)
A prickly shrub usually less than a meter tall growing in open woods 
and sheltered shrubby meadows.  Black fruits are bristly but edible.



Violaceae Labrador Violet (Viola labradorica)
A tiny blue flowering violet with leaves arising from a short stem.  
Found in sheltered turfy and low-shrubby depressions .



Violaceae Northern Bog Violet (Viola nephrophylla)
A blue violet with leaves and flower stalks all arising from the base, not 
from a short green aerial stem as in V. labradorica.  Grows in wet fens

and along freshwater 
streams and ponds 
often over limestone.



Campanulaceae Common Harebell (Campanula gieseckeana)
A common wildflower of coastal areas, headlands and barrens.  Produces 
leaves of two shapes, basal ones rounded and toothed, and stem leaves 
narrow, slender and entire.



Boraginaceae Oysterleaf (Mertensia maritima)
A trailing seashore plant with fleshy blue-green leaves that are edible 
and have an oyster taste.   Flowers open pink, but quickly turn blue. 



Gentianaceae Island Gentian (Gentianopsis nesophila)
A limestone species of fens and turfy barrens growing to about 10 cm tall.
Each stem produces a large single flower.



Gentianaceae Gentian (Gentianella spp.)
Two other gentians are recorded from Burnt Cape, Northern Gentian (G. 
amarella) and Fourpart Gentian (G. propinqua).  They require careful

examination
with a hand
lens to
distinguish.



Gentianaceae Marsh Felwort (Lomatogonium rotatum)
A northern coastal species of moist meadows and turfy shores growing 
to 20 cm, often less. 



Gentianaceae Spurred Gentian (Halenia deflexa)
Up to 25 cm tall, but often less;  in coastal meadows and turfy slopes.  
Four-spurred flowers never fully open. 



Fabaceae Alpine Milkvetch (Astragalus alpinus)
A rare Newfoundland arctic-alpine species; low sprawling  and up to 15 
cm tall.



Fabaceae Elegant Milkvetch (Astragalus eucosmus)
A rare calcareous legume with stems up to a meter, but often reclining 
and laying on other vegetation.  In open grassy herbaceous  sites.



Fabaceae Newfoundland Oxytrope (Oxytropis campestris)
A legume forming a rosette of reclining leaves and flower stalks, only to 
about 10 cm high in dry gravelly-turfy sites. 



Fabaceae Alpine Sweetvetch (Hedysarum alpinum)
An arctic-alpine legume of calcareous soils up to 40 cm tall with partially 
reclining stems.  Individual flowers have characteristic wedge-shaped tips.



Fabaceae Beach Pea (Lathyrus japonicus)
A common seashore plant with clusters of large pea-type flowers and 
climbing/supporting tendrils at the ends of the compound leaves.

Found on sandy and gravelly shores  
throughout coastal Newfoundland.



Fabaceae Pendantpod Oxytrope (Oxytropis deflexa)
A rare calcareous arctic-alpine species of open turfy barrens.  Forms 
prostrate leafy rosettes.  Fruits are reflexed.



Fabaceae Marsh Vetchling (Lathyrus palustris)
A week-stemmed plant to one meter supporting itself on other 
vegetation with tendrils, growing in coastal meadows and marshes.



Sarraceniaceae Pitcher Plant (Sarracenia purpurea)
A carnivorous plant of bogs, fens and wet seepages.  The provincial flower 
of the province of Newfoundland and Labrador.


